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Background

Ocular syphilis can involve almost any structure of the eye, but posterior uveitis and panuveitis are the most common [1]. Additional manifestations may include anterior uveitis, optic neuropathy, retinal vasculitis, interstitial keratitis, and serous and exudative retinal detachment [2], [3]. Ocular syphilis may lead to decreased visual acuity, including permanent blindness. It can also be associated with neurosyphilis [4]. Both ocular and neurosyphilis can occur at any stage of syphilis, including primary and secondary involvement. Syphilitic uveitis may occur as early as 6 weeks after the primary inoculation and may be the only presenting systemic sign of syphilis. Only a small proportion of syphilitic patients (approximately 5%) present with syphilitic chorioretinitis and 50% of these are seen with bilateral lesions [1].
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