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Abstract


A committee of the Dutch Association of Homeopathic Physicians is trying to validate materia medica by evaluating successful cases. These cases are presented and assessed by a group of experienced homeopathic physicians to provide indications about the prevalence of symptoms related to particular homeopathic medicines. The next logical question is whether epidemiological techniques can be applied to them. We have some ideas concerning the information these data can provide, based on epidemiological theory and limited experimental data. Theoretical investigation suggests that the epidemiological concept of likelihood ratio is well adapted to homeopathy. Researching and applying likelihood ratio will lead to more accurate materia medica and repertory. These considerations already indicate some shortcomings in the representation of rare remedies and the use of grading in the current repertories.





[bookmark: N10A54]
Keywords

likelihood ratio - 
homeopathy - 
epidemiology - 
materia medica - 
repertory.





 

[bookmark: ]

[bookmark: N10A76]
	
References


	
[bookmark: BR900548-RF1]1 

Sackett DL, 


Haynes RB, 


Guyatt GH, 


Tugwell P. 

Clinical Epidemiology: A Basic Science for Clinical Medicine. 2nd Edn. Boston: Little Brown; 1991.  





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: OR900548-RF2]2 Vermeulen, M, Dwalingen in de methodologie. XXXVI. Van ‘likelihood’-ratio's en de regel van Bayes, NTvG, 2001/50, 2421, 2424. 





PubMed





	
[bookmark: JR900548-RF3]3 

Horton MD, 


Counter SF, 


Florence MG, 


Hart MJ. 

A prospective trial of computed tomography and ultra-sonography for diagnosing appendicitis in the atypical patient. Am J Surg 2000; 179: 379-381. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR900548-RF4]4 

Ende J van den, 


Derese A. 


          et al.
         Medische besliskunde. Huisarts Nu 1996; 25: 283-344. 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR900548-RF5]5 

Elstein AE, 


Schwarz A. 

Clinical problem solving and diagnostic decision making: selective review of the cognitive literature. BMJ 2002; 324: 729-732. 





CrossrefPubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR900548-RF6]6 

Stolper CF, 


Kipp R, 


Lugten R FG. 

Consensus ‘Casus geslaagd of niet?’. Similia Similibus Curentur 1997; 27: 21-22. 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR900548-RF7]7 

Stolper CF, 


Lugten R FG, 


Rutten A LB. 

Materia Medica Validering: Lachesis en Tarentula. Similia Similibus Curentur 2000; 30: 18-19. 





PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR900548-RF8]8 

Kent JT. 

Repertory of the Homeopathic Materia Medica. New Delhi: World Homeopathic Links; 1982. p. 508. 





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR900548-RF9]9 

Hering C. 

Guiding Symptoms of our Materia Medica. B. New Delhi: Jain Publishers; 1974.  





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR900548-RF10]10 

Clarke JH. 

A Dictionairy of Practical Materia Medica. New Delhi: Jain Publishing; 1984.  





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: BR900548-RF11]11 

Swayne J. 

Homeopathic Method. Implications for Clinical Practice and Medical Science. New York: Churchill Livingstone; 1998.  





Google Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR900548-RF12]12 

Rutten A LB, 


Stolper CF, 


Lugten R FG, 


Barthels R JWM. 

Waar, niet waar of waarschijnlijk? Een eigen wetensch-appelijke identiteit voor de homeopathie. Similia Similibus Curentur 2001; 31: 3-30. English version ‘Truth or probability’. For information: lexrtn@concepts.nl. 






PubMedGoogle Scholar





	
[bookmark: JR900548-RF13]13 

Fisher P. 

Prove it or improve it?. Br Hom J 1995; 84: 129-130. 





Article in Thieme ConnectPubMedGoogle Scholar










 









    
  

  
    
      
        


      

    

    
      
        
        


      

    

  


  

  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  




  
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
        
        
      

    
  



  







    
    


















  






      

      

  
    Top of Page
  

  
    
      ©  Georg Thieme Verlag KG | 
      
      
        Imprint |
        Privacy policy statement |
      
      Smartphone Version
      

      
        Your Current IP Address: 44.201.69.160
      

    

    

  




      


  
    
  
  
  
    
    
      
        
        
        
        
      
      
      
      
    
  
  




    

    






    

    
      
        
      
    

    
    


    
      
      
      
    

  